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Welcome to our February newsletter.  We hope 
that you have settled back into your normal 
routines and looking forward to spring time. 

Staff News 
We are pleased to announce that Vicky Chapman 
(previously Tallamy) is returning to our team and 
will be joining our team in the Explorers rooms.  

This month’s 
birthdays are: 
We would like to 
wish the following 
children a very 
happy birthday this 
month – Maddison, 
Layla, Preston, Elke, Charlie, Arlee and Hugo will all 
be celebrating their first birthday while Seren, 
Harry, George, Henry, Isla and Keira will be turning 2 
this month.  Elisa, Autumn, Indie and Frankie will be 
turning 3 and finally Freddy will celebrating his 4th 
birthday. 
We wish you all a very happy birthday!  
 

New Families 
We would like to give a warm welcome to all the 
new children joining us throughout the month of 
February. Penelope, Maddison, Hugo, Felicity, 
George, Eleanor, Molly will all be joining our 
Explorers rooms. 

Charity Coat Appeal 
Thank you to all of the families who kindly donated 
their unwanted coats for our charity coat appeal.  
These were greatly received by the charity and 
photos should be on the main Happy Days website 
shortly. 
 

Contact Details 
Could we kindly ask parents to review and update 
their contact details by checking any recent changes 
with our nursery management team.  It is very 
important that we are able to contact families 
should there be any emergencies whilst your 
children are in our care. 

 
 
 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 
February Half Term-  Monday 12th- Friday 16th 
February 2018 
Half Term offer- extra sessions 9am-12pm or  
1-4pm for £10 subject to availability. 
Sport Relief- 17th-23rd March 2018 
End of Spring Term- Thursday 29th March 2018 

 
Baby Massage 
We have our own qualified instructors and offer 
free baby massage courses for children as young as 
8 weeks, if you or any of your friends are interested, 
please speak to reception for further details.  The 
courses run for 5 consecutive weeks and we will be 
booking our next courses shortly.  Should you wish 
to add your details, or a friend’s details to the list, 
please speak to a member of the nursery 
management team.  Baby massage supports a 
variety of common health conditions in young 
babies such as colic and eczema and our evening 
courses also promote a soothing bedtime routine. 
 

Absence Policy 
Please can we remind parents that, as per our 
attendance policy if your child does not arrive for 
their session, could you please telephone the 
nursery to advise why your child will be absent.  
Should the nursery team not hear from those 
families by 10am, we will make a courtesy phone 
call home.  As well as supporting their learning and 
development, we want to make sure that children 
are kept safe, their well-being is promoted and they 
do not miss out on their entitlements and 
opportunities. This is why attendance is included in 
the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Framework 
and why Ofsted Inspectors include this as part of 
their Inspection judgement. 
 
 
 
 

Derriford February 2018 

 

 



 

 

Happy Days Nursery 

Unit 3A and 3B Derriford Business Park 

Brest road  

Plymouth 

PL6 5QZ 

Admin.derriford@happydaysnurseries.com 

01752 786318 

 
 
Home Learning 

Last month we refreshed 
our team on the subject 
of early language 
development, through 
our staff training 
programme and thought 
it would be a good 

opportunity to also reflect on this topic with our 
parents.    We refreshed our team on the art of 
using Makaton for the younger aged children and 
also covered an early language scheme called 
BLAST, designed for use with 3 and 4 year olds.  
Communication and Language development plays a 
vital role in your child being able to express 
themselves and have their thoughts and feelings 
heard.  Did you know that most children can 
understand between 200 and 500 words before the 
age of 2?  To help promote these early language 
skills, there are plenty of activities that you can 
complete with your child on a daily basis.  We have 
a huge variety of home learning packs in all of our 
rooms that focus on activities developed by ICAN, 
the children’s communication charity, using the 
Baby Talk and Toddler Talk programmes.  If you 
have any concerns about your child’s language 
development, or are looking for new ways to 
support your child with their communication, then 
the ICAN website is a very worthwhile starting point, 
just visit www.ican.org.uk for further information or 
speak to your child’s key person.  For more 
information on using Makaton in your every day 
environments please visit www.makaton.org or 
www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/Makaton . 
 
30 hours 3 and 4 year old funding 
For all of those families that are currently claiming 
for 30 hours of early years funding, a reminder that 
you must reconfirm your eligibility every 3 months, 
and complete new funding forms termly.  For 
further information on checking if you are eligible to 
claim the additional funding please visit 
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk  
 

 
 

 
 
Home Learning Packs 
We are really pleased that so many children and 
their families are making use of the home learning 
packs, however we are still missing several that 
have been signed out and not yet returned.  If we 
could please ask parents to make a special effort to 
return any they have at home.  This is to ensure that 
we can monitor resources that need replacing or 
any additional packs that may need making.   The 
following packs are still missing; 
Room on the Broom, Peter Rabbit, Spot the Dog, 
Barry the fish with Fingers, That’s not my Monkey, 
That’s not my Teddy, Compare Bears, Elmer’s 
Friends, Spying Mission and Shapes. 
 
Gentle Reminders 
Now that we are experiencing 
much colder and wetter 
weather could we please 
remind all parents to ensure 
their child comes to nursery with a coat, jumper, 
hat, scarf, gloves and wellies as we like to play 
outside in all weathers! Could we please ask that 
you label your child’s clothes to avoid items going 
missing.  Outdoor play is an essential part of 
supporting children’s health and well-being, so we 
would like to remind parents that children do 
require appropriate clothing to ensure we are 
supporting this. 
We are also running low on spare clothes that we 
keep at the nursery.  If you have borrowed any or 
would like to donate some that you no longer need, 
could we kindly ask for trousers donations in 
particular. 
Can we remind parents not to leave any sweets or 
other foods in bags, as we have several children 
throughout the nursery with severe allergies and 
need to avoid any accidental consumption. 
Can we politely remind parents that should they 
have any queries they need to discuss at reception 
that they stand to the side of the front desk so that 
we can continue to monitor safe access to the 
nursery. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all 

of our families for their continued support. 
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