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Welcome to the September edition of our 
newsletter and the start of a brand new term. 

Staff News 
We would like to welcome Laura to the team who 
has joined us as our newest housekeeper. 
We would also like to congratulate Jonathan and 
Briony on getting married last month. 

New Families 
September is always a busy month with lots of new 
children joining us, so please join us in giving a 
warm welcome to new children who will be starting 
at our nursery throughout the month of September.  
Summer, Henry, Alexander, Rosie, Matthew, 
Imogen, Alfie, Ella, Jemima, Harry and Ava, will all be 
starting in our Explorers rooms whilst Charlie, Jake, 
Alfred, Eli, Ben, Max, Evelyn and Matthew will be 
joining our Adventurers rooms. 

Birthdays 
We would like to say a big 
Happy Birthday to Rosie, 
Matthew, Harriet, Ethan and 
Jemima who will all be 
turning 1 this month. Digby, 
Annabelle, Felicity, Isaac, 

Ollie, Fletcher, Kayden, Theodore and Jessica will all 
be celebrating their second birthday, while Rosie, 
Harry, Ivy, Zoe, Eli, Lily and Annabella will all be 
turning 3.  Turning 4 this month will be Phoebe, 
Cecilia, Luke, Scarlett, Lillian, Henry, Cherish and 
Jessica.  We hope you all enjoy your celebrations and 
all of the children have a wonderful birthday.  

Dates for your Diary 
Autumn half-term holiday-23rd-27th October- (No 
Funding) 
Jelly Images Photographer- 18th and 19th October 
Christmas Closure- open until 7pm on 22rd 
December and re-open at 7am on 3rd January 2017 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Smart Start  
As we move into the 
start of a new academic 
year, all of the children 
who are now in their 
last year with us will be beginning our school 
readiness programme which we call ‘Smart Start’.  
Each week we have a school readiness topic that we 
cover with those children transitioning into primary 
school next September.  Each topic has a 
practitioner support sheet with activity ideas and 
additional prompts.  The current term’s overview 
and accompanying practitioner support sheets are 
on display in the corridor near the kitchen, should 
you wish to view these. 
All children who have turned 3 should also be in 
receipt of a free Happy Days polo shirt as part of our 
Smart Start programme.  If your child has yet to 
receive theirs then please speak to Kerry at 
reception. 
If you would like to receive the half-termly emails 
with a topic overview and parental suggestions of 
how to continue with the weekly topic at home, 
then please ensure you register your email address 
at reception with Kerry. 
 
Tax Free Childcare Compensation 
We understand that some parents have been 
experiencing long delays when applying for the new 
Government tax free childcare scheme.  As a result 
of these delays some parents may be entitled to 
compensation.  Further details, please visit the 
HMRC website: 
http://www.parenta.com/2017/08/14/parents-
offered-compensation-over-tax-free-childcare 
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Accident Forms 

As we enter the new term we 
thought it would prove a good 
idea to address some aspects 
of our safeguarding policies 
and procedures.  We feel this 
will support our partnership 
working with you and keep 
you informed about why we 

do some of the things that we do.  So, this month 
we are looking at our accident/incident reporting.  
At Happy Days Derriford, we will always report any 
accidents/incidents that may happen to your child 
throughout their session with us.  For example, if a 
child takes a tumble and sustains a bump or bruise 
then staff will make a written record of the accident 
– how it happened and any first aid response given.  
Your child’s key person will then report details of 
this to you during feedback and will ask you to sign 
the accident form. 
We also want to make you aware that we have 
Accident Records for outside of the nursery.  The 
purpose of these forms is for parents to be able to 
report any accidents that have happened outside of 
the nursery.  If your child has had any type of 
accident outside of the nursery then we ask that you 
make your child’s key person aware of this when 
dropping off so that a form can be completed.   
This form also asks for details of how the accident 
happened, if medical attention was sought, the 
nature and location of the injury. The parent will 
then also be asked to sign this form.  This process 
supports the open and honest relationships we 
value with our parents and we hope that you have 
found this article informative. Please do not hesitate 
to speak to a member of the management team if 
you have any further questions. 
 
Direct Debit Reminder 
Please can we remind all parents that if they do not 
currently pay their nursery fees through the salary 
sacrifice scheme at Derriford  or the tax free 
childcare scheme, then fees are payable via direct 
debit on the first of each month. 
 
 
 

 
Home Learning- Autumnal Activities 

As September is the first 
official month of autumn, 
there are many activities 
that can be completed 
using fallen leaves and 
foraging whilst out on 
woodland walks.  We have 
our very own forest area 
which many of you will 
know about, due to the 
popularity of this area 

amongst the children. 
Whilst you enjoy a country walk or two, or even 
when walking in your local area, talk to the children 
about what happens during this first month of 
autumn and point out some of the objects you may 
find at this time of year such as conkers and 
spinners, blackberries beginning to ripen, squirrels 
hiding nuts and the leaves beginning to change 
colour. 
Collect some of these items along your walk and see 
what you can create at home with these items, such 
as leaf prints or making your own stick men! 
 

 
Benefits of mixed age groups 
Here at Happy Days we pride ourselves in taking 
note of the best international research in the field of 
early years education.  The term ‘family grouping’ is 
given to groups of children of mixed ages and has 
many benefits for the children as this reflects a 
family environment.  Should you wish to read more 
about these benefits, please pick up a leaflet from 
your child’s base room. 
 
Rugby Tots 
We are hoping for these sessions to begin again 
with the week commencing 11th September.  Please 
speak to a member of the management team if you 
have not received a letter with these session details. 
 
 

If you would like to receive an emailed version of our 
monthly newsletter, please give your email address to 

the nursery office. 
Thank you for your continued support 

 


